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Attitudes to environmental education in Poland
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The study of environmental attitudes

So far, only a few researchers in Poland who consider formal
education an important element in shaping environmental
attitudes in young people (Palmer et al, 1998), have studied
these attitudes in post-primary school pupils, i.e. gymnasium
(aged 13-16) and lyceum pupils (aged 17-19). Even then, the
researchers’ approaches were often inconsistent in terms of
methodology and content. These studies, conducted on nation-
wide samples and usually dealing with various definitions of
environmental awareness (including the pro-environmental
attitude of society) did not take into account younger respond-
ents (Burger, 2005; CBOS, 2000).

Studies on pupils of all grades, conducted in the 1990s,
were chiefly undertaken by teaching staff. These studies per-
tained only to the environmental knowledge required by
the teaching programmes on environmental protection and
awareness of threats to the environment. The results revealed
that this knowledge was incomplete and composed of unre-
lated facts and data (Domka, 2001).

After 2000, when the educational reform was implemented,
researchers began to emphasise the importance of an active
approach towards the environment and the importance of
school pupils’ opinions on the protection of nature. Research-
ers concluded, though, that action on environmental issues
was rarely undertaken (Grodzifiska-Jurczak and Friedlein,
2002, Obrebska, 2004; Potyrala et al, 2004). Unfortunately,
most of the studies were conducted locally and covered not
more than two provinces. This limited the possibility of stud-
ying the relationship between the region and environmental
knowledge, the pupils’ opinions and their actions for the ben-
efit of the environment.
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