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3. AHELIOTROPIC URBAN BENCH

On a return study trip to Santorini to take part in
an international conference on passive cooling in the
built environment, the entire Masters group
collaborated in the design and construction of a small
structure that was transported, assembled and tested
there. This followed from a similar exercise last year
to produce a small shelter for archaeologists, Fig. 8,
[3]. This year's structure was conceived as a piece of
urban furniture, a bench for sunny climates, Figs. 9-
10.

performance, usability and adaptability. In each case
the group was able to make adjustments to improve
performance and usability. The structure has now
been further modified to allow easier movement of its
components. The modified heliotropic bench s
currently on display at the AA School's Library
Terrace.

CONCLUSION

For our teaching programme each year is an
experiment and an adventure. Essential layers of
teaching and learning are:

- the assimilation of the underlying principles

- consolidation by observation and hands-on
experience

- testing and generalisation using comparative
analytic work, commonly based on computer
modelling

- development of critical judgment.
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