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2. Review of assessment of mechanisation

Several authors have studied the status of mechan-
isation with reference to the intensity of power or energy
availability, and its impact in increasing the agricultural
and labour productivity. Giles (1975) reviewed power
availability in different countries, and demonstrated that
productivity was positively correlated with potential
unit farm power. The NCAER (1981) assessed the
impact of tractorisation on the productivity of land
(yield and cropping intensity), and economic growth
(income and employment). The trends for European and
Asian countries were, however, distinctly different.
Binswanger (1982) defined the status of mechanisation
by the growth of mechanically power-operated farm
equipment over traditional human and animal power-
operated equipment. Rijk (1989) reviewed the growth of
mechanisation in different Asian countries, and sug-
gested computer software (MECHMOD) for the for-
mulation of strategy for mechanisation policy based on
economics of use of animate and mechanical power for
different field operations.
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