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Sense of Community: A Definition and Theory
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Review of Related Research

Doolittle and MacDonald (1978) developed the 40-item Sense of Community Scale
(SCS) to probe communicative behaviors and attitudes at the community or
neighborhood level of social organization. The basis of the SCS was what had been
called the “critical dimension of community structure” (Tropman, 1969, p. 215), and
it was to be used to differentiate low, medium, and high SCS neighborhoods on its five
factors: informal interaction (with neighbors), safety (having a good place to live), pro-
urbanism (privacy, anonymity), neighboring preferences (preference for frequent
neighbor interaction), and localism (opinions and a desire to participate in neighborhood
affairs). The results of Doolittle and MacDonald’s study led to three generalizations.
First, there is an inverse relationship between pro-urbanism and preference for neighbor-
ing. Second, there is a direct relationship between safety and preference for neighbor-
ing. Finally, pro-urbanism decreases as perception of safety increases.
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